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thk im:ogi:i5S5 or the wak.
As we go to press Tuesday, June 21

the army is landing around Santiago,

and beginning operations for the reduc-

tion of that place. There is every pros-

pect that the siege will be very short

only a few days when we shall have

the old capital of Cuba, the troublesome

fleet of Cervera, and the whole of the

eastern end of the island in our hands.

The reduction of Porto Kico will fol-

low rapidly. As soon as the army is

fairly established around Santiago the

major portion of Admiral Sampson's

fleet can be drawn off to attend to Porto

Kico, and by that time there will be

enough transports gathered to follow

him up with a competent lauding force,

and quickly reduce the whole of Porto

Rico to possession. The island is thickly
populated, with the country well cleared,

and will offer few of the difficulties at-

tending the invasion of Cuba.

If our army has not already reached

Manila it is only a question of hours

when it will be there, and the city in

our possession. There will hardly be

any resistance worthy of the name

offered by the Spanish garrison, which

has already been driven inside its last

lines by the insurgents. Every day

now is big with events, and Old Glory

is everywhere flaunting triumphantly.

A university has bestowed the title

of LL.D. upon Admiral Dewey. He
has certainly shown himself a past
master of cannon law.

How governable and docile the Phil-ippinea-
ns

are is well indicated by the

fact that the usual garrison which Spain

has maintained in the islands has not

exceeded 1,500 soldiers.

Sooner or later the Kaiser's poking

into the Philippines will give him the
red-h-ot end of the poker.

We began to be "imperial" nearly
a century and a half ago, when young
George Washington pushed our bound-

aries, over the Allegany Mountains and

took in Pittsburg, and Bishop Berkeley
sang:
"Westward the course of empire takes it way;

The four iirst acts already past,
A fifth shall close the drama wtb the day,

Time's noblest offspring is the last.

The District of Columbia gets along

very well indeed under a Government

of three Commissioners appointed by
the President of the United States.

One of them must be a Republican,

one a Democrat, and the third an officer

of the Army. Is there any reason why

Euch an arrangement would not be

equally successful for Hawai, Cuba,
Porto Rico, the Philippines, Carolines,

Ladronea, and whatever other islands
we may acquire?

It is possible that, in a few years,
Cuba may become the home of a large
portion of the negroes now living in the
United States. The' day that the Span-

iards are driven out immense numbers
of Americans are going to swarm to the
island to seize the wonderful opportuni-

ties which it affords. They are going
extensively into raising tobacco, sugar,
coffee, oranges, lemons, pineapples, ba-

nanas, limes, etc.; into cutting its mag-

nificent foresta of mahogany, fustic,
logwood, rosewood, etc., and into work-

ing its splendid mines. The best labor

they can find for this purpose are the
Southern negroes, who will be quite
willing to make their home in that con-

genial climate. An influx of great
numbers of them will greatly help to

Americanize the island, for they will be

missionaries to their colored brethren,
who have never known anything better

than Spanish rule.

IIFAYAUD roR SAIEOUS.

On the money side, the United States

sailor has the advantage of the soldier

every time. He starts in as a landsman

at $16 a month, where the army recruit

gets but S13. The discrepancy widens

as he learns his business and gets promo-

tion. Compare the monthly pay-tabl- es

of the enlisted men and
officers for the two services :
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Rank.

Pcj -
513 $13 SU sir $10 SIS

ugoiicr 14 14 15 io 17 19
15 15 16 l IS 19

Corporal ithcsnnic.)
lilncl'smith and Farrier

(the )
Sadler tt ho same.)
SurgcMiit IS IS ID 20 23
First SenroHtit xo 25 i'O 27 2S'30
Chief Trumpet or, Cnv-- 1

mry 23 21
Principal Musician, Inf.

and Art thowtnto.)
Saik?r x?r$:taiir ocri no, Gl C2i 03 05
Chief Musician zy sa 24 zu 20 2S
S. rgtw iit-- M a J o r tttieJ

same
ItatriuicnUl Q

u he samel't Ordiiatu-e-Sei-ettii- t 34 31 35 30 37 39
lNst Omtiiisary-ior-- j

scant (the same )

Puat iJ-- M --i'creoaiittliol
game.)
SI'JSCIAIi KKAXCHKS.

IloBinlal Steward 45 11 40 47 IS 50
Acting Hospital Stew- -

M n Za 26 2S 30
i rt it to IS IS 19 21 23
Engineers and Ordnance

zu Class 13 13 15 10 17 19
1st Class 17 1 18 1!) 20'

Coritornl 20 I'D 21 O.t 23 25
Sergeant 'M 31 33 51; 37 39
Sera cant-Maj- or 66 30 3 33 39, 41

Siynal Sci'vice.
Sergeant 31! 34 O.) 30 37 39
Sergeant, 1st Class ... 451 45 40 47 43 50

Navy.
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WARRANT OrFICEU3.' 3
Yearly Pay. 2 "H

J o o
S .2

o o
Boatsioains, Gunner.1!, Carpen-

ters and Sailmahcrs
First three years after date of

appointment $1200 5 900$ 700
Seconsl three years after d ite

of appointment 1,300 1,000 800
'Third three years after date

of appointment 1,100 1,300 900
Fourth three ye .rs after date

of appointjient 1,000 1,300 1,000
After 12 yers from date of

appointment 1,800 1,000 1,200

Petty Offjceks, Enlisted Men, etc.
Clatsificaticm and Pay.

CHIEF PETTY OFFICERS.
Seaman Branch.

Chief Mnster-at-Arm- s. monthly pay JC5
Chief Bo .tsw. ins' Mates " 50
Chief Gunners' M tcs " 50
(. hicf GunCai-- t ins " 50
Chief Quartermasters " 50

Ar'ificer Branch.
Chief Machinists, monthly pay $70
Chief Carpenters iitcs ' UJ

Special Branch.
Chief Yeomen, monthly pay. $00
A potheen lies " ....... 00
ISatidmasiurs " v

PETTY OFFICERS, TII1ST-CLAS- S.

Seaman Branch.
Master-at-Arm- s, lirst-elaa-s. monthly pay ....$10
JJoatswains' Mat, UrsucluSS " .... 40
Gunners Matoe. llrsi-cln- ss " .... 40
Gun Captains, lirst-- e ass .... 40
Quartermasters, ilrst-olas- s (i .... 4

Schoolmasters .... 40

Artificer Branch.
Mchlnits. first-ol-s- s, monthly pay $--

Hoilormakcra CO

toppers iths " M)

niackMiiiths " 50
l'liimbors and Fitters " 45
Sailmnk rs' .Mn as " 40
CariMiiittrs' Matoe. first-clas-s" 40
Water Tenders " 40

Special Branclu
First Musicians, monthly pa3..- - $30
Yeomen, llrst-clj- ss " 40

PETTY OFFICERS, SECOND-CLAS-

Seaman Branch.
Master-at-Arm-s, second-clas- s, monthly pay.. $35
Uoatswnins' Mates, second-clas- s " .. 35
Gunners' Mati s. second-clas- s " .. 35
GunCaiitains.tecond-clMSS- . " .. 3.1

Quartermasters s con ..35
Artificer Branch.

Machinists, second-clas- s, monthly pay $40
Oilers ' " 3.'
Curpenters' Mates, second-clas- s 35
Printers " 35

Special Branch.
Yeomen, second-clas- s, monthly pay $35

PETTY OFFICERS, THIRD-CLAS- S.

Seaman Branch.
Mastcr-at-Arm-s, third-clas- s, monthly pay.. .$30
Coxswains (If " 30
Gunners' Mates, third-clas- s " . 30
Quartermasters, third-clas- s " . 30

A rtificcr Branch.
Carpenters' Mates, third-clas- s, monthly pay .$30
Printers . 30

Special Branch.
Yeomen, third-clas- s, monthly pay $30

SEAMEN, FIRST-CLAS- S.

Seaman Branch.
Seamen Gunners, monthly pay ( ..$20
Seamen .. .'!
Apprentices, first-cla- ss , .. 21

A riificer Branch.
Firemen, flrst-clas- s. monthly pay..... ..35

Special Branch,
Musicians, first-clas- s, monthly pay... ..$32

SEAMEN, SECOND-CLAS- S.

Seaman Branch.
Ordinary Seaman, monthly pay i .$19
Apprentices, second-clas- s . 15

Artificer Branch.
Firemen, second-clas- s, monthly pay .$30
-i r r ftb

onipwri&rms
Sailmakers " 25

Special Branch.
Musicians, second-clas- s, monthly pay $30
Hulers " 30

SEAMEN, THIRD-CLAS- S.

Seaman Brunch.
Landsmen, monthly pay $ic
Apprentices, third-clas- s, monthly pay 9

Artificer Branch.
Coal Passers, month y pay $22

Special Branch.
iSaymcn, monthly pay .$18

MKSSMKN BRANCH.
Stewards to Comman',ers-fn-Chic- f .$15
Cooks to Comniandors-in-Chie- f . 40
Stewards to Commandants . 45
Cooks to Commandant::. . 40
Cabin Stewards
Cabin Cooks :t
Wardroom Stewards :J7

Wardroom Cooks ;t
SiceratreStewarJs 2,
Steerage Cooks
Warrant Oflieers' Stewards 21
Warrant Olliceis1 Cooks 20
Ships Cooks, -s y,--;

Ship's Cooks, bs :m
hip's Cooks third-clas- s ;,

Ship'bCo 'JQ

Mess Attendants jg
(1) Coxswains detailed as Coxswains of hoals

propi-lle- by machinery, or as Coxswains to
Command shall receive $5 per
mouth in addition to i heir pay.

C) Seamen in charge of holds shall receive $5
per month in addi Ion to their pay.

(3 Landsmen assigned to duty as Jacks-of-the-Du- st.

or as Lamplighters shall receive $5
per month in addition to th ir pay.

4i Any person who, after having enlisted in
the Navy lor a term of three years and received
an honorable discharge or a recommendation
for upon the expiration of his
term of service, for throi? years with-
in three months trom thebaic of his discharge,
shall receive an increase of $1 per month to thepay prescribed for the rating in which he serves
for eacli consecutive

Iot only is the pay of common sailors
higher than that of soldiers, but the
chances of getting a higher "rating"
or promotion are much greater. The
warrant and petty officers and other
men receiving increased pay form a
large proportion of each sliip's crew,
while the Sergeautg and Corporals aro
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a very small percentage of the regi-

ment. The best that a long-tim- e soldier

can hope for is an appointment as Post

Quartermaster, Commissary, or Ordnan-

ce-Sergeant, of which positions there

are comparatively few in the Army.

But a sailor can confidently look for-

ward to becoming a Boatswain, Gunner,

Carpenter, , or Sail maker, with sea pay

running up to $1,800 a year, and retire-

ment, after 40 years service or after

disablement in line of duty, upon three-fourt- hs

of their highest pay.

Theu, the sailors get prize-mone- y,

which has become a considerable addi-

tion to their pay in the present war.

THK MEIUtlMAC'S CKEff.
Tiie refusal of Spain to exchange the

Merrimac's crew is a piece of Spanish

barbarity. There is absolutely no mili-

tary reason why those gallant men

should not be returned to us at once, in

exchange for an equal number of

Spaniards of like rank That would

be in accordance with tho laws of

civilized warfare all over the world.

They have done nothing deserving the

punishment Spain is meting out to

them. They were engaged in a per-

fectly legitimate act of warfare when

thev fell into the Snanish hands. Thev

had done" nothing more than military

duty, but had done it with a gallantry
that drew the applause of the civilized

world.
" The malignant, barbarous spirit of

Spanish revenge wants to make them

suffer all that men can be made to suf-

fer. If the Spanish Government dared

it would goad them to death in a bull-

ring, in the midst of thousands of cheer-

ing spectators, as bulls are goaded to

death, as the insurgent leaders have

been executed in the Philippines, or as

the Inquisition formerly tortured its

victims. The only reason that this is

not done is that the whole of Europe is

now looking on.

In spite of Admiral Cervera's gush

at first, there is too much reason to fear

that those gallant men are suffering all

the horrors of Spanish prisons. We got

some idea of what that means from the

revelations of the Habana prisons, just
before the declaration of war. We are

allowed to hear nothing from them,

which argue3 for the worst. Civilized

nations allow their prisoners of war to

write freely inside of certain bounds im-

posed by the conditions of war. That
Lieut. Hobson and his companions are

not allowed to so much as send a mes-

sage that they are alive and well gives
basis for the gloomiest forebodings.

It is said that Admiral Sampson has

informed Admiral Cervera that he will

be held personally responsible for the

treatment of the prisoners, and it is

asserted that the President of the United

States has even caused a similar com-

munication to be made to the Spanish

authorities. While this would be eff-

icacious with a civilized power while it
would not be for an instant necessary if
we were at war with England, Germany,

or France it is doubtful if it will serve
with the Spaniards. They are crafty in

their cowardly malignity. They know

that, no matter what we may say or

threaten, we could not bring our-

selves to retaliate in kind for the cruel-

ties that they practice. They may do

as they did with Dr. Ruiz and other

Cuban gentlemen torture their un-

happy prisoners to death, and then come

to us afterward with a palaver of ex-

cuses and regrets and Maine upon some

guilty underlings, who cannot be found

or punished.

We are dealing with a foe entirely
without honor, truth, or civilization.

We could trust Apaches or Comanches

better than the bombastic Spaniard, and

if Lieut. Hobson and his companions

come out safe and well fro in the clutches

of their jailors, it will be a more wonder-

ful escape than that from death at the
mouths of the guns defending the en-

trance lo the harbor of Santiago.

The list of the Spanish vessels which

sailed past Gibraltar is about as long as

that of the King of Spain's titles, and

means about as little. It will be re-

membered that His Most Christian

Majesty calls himself " King of Spain,

Old and New Castile, Leon, Murcia,

Balearic Isles, Gibraltar, the Canaries,

Navarre, the Two Sicilies, Jerusalem,

the Americas, the Occidental and Ori-ent- al

Indies," etc. He never was King
of Jerusalem,lie lost the Two Sicilies

centuries ago, etc. If the Spaniards

have really moved that collection of
old junk in Jthe harbor of Cadiz a few

miles to Barcelona or some other port,
it is as mu'jh astonishment to them au

to everybody else to find that it can
really moveftself.

' jjlyyC?; a.x'v-t. :&.- - t

THK FIGHTING,-AT,- . GUANTANAMO HAY.

The city' papers have been in a wild

welter of whirling, hysterical, limber--

jointed words,-- set off with head-line- s in

poster-typ- e, and pictures like those a boy

draws with a nail on a fence. This was

the result of an effort to tell what had

taken place at Guautanamo Bay.

When tlii3 is run through the fan-ning-ra- ill

of common sense, and sifted

down to the plain, cvery-da- y talk in

which the events of tho rebellion are

recounted it turns out that the marines

about 600 in number, and no wiser

than any troops are before their first

fight landed on Friday, at Caimanera,

full of ardor for the fight. The Span-

iards ran away from them, without

hardly firing a shot The elated ma-

rines rushed up the hill, and established

themselves on its top. They kept a
look-o- ut for the enemy Friday night
and Saturday morning, but all was quiet.

They finally gave up expectation of any

trouble, and set about fixing up their
camp, cooking, etc. A number of them

went in swimming.

Watching from the thickets the
Spaniards saw their opportunity, and

opened fire 'from their coverts in the

chaparral. The natural result was a

great deal of confusion and excitement.

Bush fighting is always a trying ex-

perience for green troops, and most of
all for marines, whose whole training is

in diiierent directions. JLiiere would

have been an entirely different story

to tell if the men on the hill had been

from one of our old Regular regiments
which had had experience in Indian
fighting. The marines had a sore time

of it for three days and nights. They
lost four men, fired away an incredible

quantity of ammunition without much

damage to anything but the brush, and.

had a long succession of anxious, sleep-

less hours. Then they began to get on

to the enemy's curves, their natural
courage and daring asserted themselves,

and they determined to hunt Spaniards

awhile instead of being hunted.' They

carried out this, purpose in a very gal-

lant, soldierlike way, and effectually

cleared their front cf the enemy. It
was a sharp lesson to them, but an

effective one, and in the end they came

out with a goocl deal of credit, which

will have the happiest effect upon their
esprit de corps. '"

An event of .similarmagnitude dur-

ing the rebellion would be reported

about this way :

" The enemy attacked the 200th Ind.
on outpost, and kept up a desultory fire
for several days, but were finally driven.
The "200th Ind.' lost five men killed.
Enemy's los3 believed to be much
heavier."

A VALTJAULI5 ACCKAION.

The administration of the War De-

partment has been greatly strengthened

by the appointment of Comrade George

H. Hopkins as Assistant Adjutant-Gener- al

with the rank of Major, fand his

assignment to duty in the Secretary of

War's office. Comrade Hopkins served

as a private in the 17th Mich., and

made a fine record. At the close of the

war he went into business in Detroit,

and has won for himself a high rank
there. He has fine executive and or-

ganizing ability, and succeeds in what-

ever he sets about. He will be remem-

bered by comrades ns the efficient Adjutant--

General of the Grand Army of the

Republic during Commander-in-Chie- f

Alger's term. Gen. Alger, who is

familiar with his . abilities, greatly de-

sired his assistance during the present
stress, and Comrade Hopkins patriotic-

ally volunteered to .give up his

business for a few months, and
devote himself to the interests of the

country and to helping his old friend and
chief. About his first stroke of busi-nes- s,

and it was characteristic of his

energy and thoroughness, was the selec-

tion of a new camp and rendezvous in

Florida. He foVm'b'u' a board consisting
of Col. Chas. R.ffreenleafj Surgeon-in-Chie- f

; Maj. F.'h Q.; Hodgson, of the
Quartermaster's Department, and Lieut.

Edgar Jedwin of th Engineers. They
traveled 2,700 miles in eight days, and

j- - r

thoroughly examined a large nunber
'

of places, finally deciding upon Fer--

nandina, which selection has met with

general commendation. Maj. Hopkins's
influence will be strongly felt for the
batter all through the War Department.

.i I., m -- ,.,,

TnEUB need be no fear of trouble in

ruling the Philippines. All that the

people want is a small measure of the

justice that marks all the ways of Ameri-

cana. This will be a thousandfold

better than anything they have ever re-ceiv- ed

from the Spaniards, and the
change will be so delightful that they

cannot help bela contained with au

jJ? 3i Khan
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Veteran

SIirty Gcti n tottor From Had Ax, "VI.
Shorty had nlwaya been conspicuously

larking in tho general interest which his
comrades had shown in tho mails. Probably
at some time in his life bo bad bad a home
like the rest of them, but for some reason
home now played no part in bis thonjihta.
The enlistment and muster-roll-s stated that
be was born in Indiana, but he was a stranger
in the neighborhood when bo enrolled bim-ee- lf

in Co. Q.
His revelations as to bi3 past were confined

to memories of things which happened
'"when I was cnttin' wood down the Mis-
sissippi," or "when I waa runnin' on an
Ohio stern-wheel- ."

He wroto no letters, and received none.
And when the joyful enr, "Mail's come,"
would send everybody else in the regiment
on the run to the Chaplain's tent, in eager
anticipation, to jostle one another in im-
patience, until the contents of the mail-pouc- h

were distributed, Shorty would remain in-

different in bis tent, without an instant's in
terruption in" bis gun-cleanin- g, mending, or
whatever task be might have in hand.

A change came over him after he sent his
letter to Had Ax, Wis. The cry, ".Mail's
come," would make him shirt, in ppite of
himself, and before be could think to main-
tain his old indifference. He was ashamed,
lest he betray bis heart's most secret
thoughts.

The matter of the secure transmission of
the mails between camp and home began to
receive bis earnest attention. He feared
that the authorities were not taking suffi-
cient precautions. The report that John
Morgan's guerrillas bad captured a train be-

tween Louisville and Nashville, rifled the
mail car, and carried off the letters, filled him
with burning indignation, both against Mor-
gan and bis band and the Generals who had
not long ago exterminated that pestiferous
crowd.

lie had some severe strictures on the sloven-
ly way in which the mail was distributed
fiom the Division and Brigade Headquarters
to the regiments. It was a matter, he said,
which could not be done too carefully. It
was a great deal more important than the dis-
tribution of rations. A man would much
rather lose several days' rations than a letter
from home. He could manage in some way
to get enough to live on, but notbiug would
replace a lost letter.

Then, be would have fits of silent musing,
sometimes when alone, sometimes when with
Si in the company, over the personality of the
fair .stocking-knitt- er of Wisconsin, and the
letter he bad sent her. He would try to re-

call the exact wording of each sentence he
bad laboriously penned, and wonder how it
impressed her, think how it might have been
improved, and blame himself for not having
been more outspoken in bis desire to hear
from her again. He would steal off into the
brush, pull out the socks and letter, which
he kept carefully wrapped up in a sheet of
the heavy letter paper, and read over the letter
carefully again, although he knew every word
of it by heart. These iits alarmed Si.

" I'm afeared," he confided to some cro-

nies, "that rebel bullet hurt Sliorty mqre'n
he'll let on. He's not actin' like hisseff at
times. That bullet scraped so near bis thinkery
that it ma' have addled it. It was an awful
close shave."

" Better talk to the Snrgeon," said they.
"Glancing bullets sometimes hurt worse'n
they seem to."

"No, the bullet didn't hurt Shorty any
more than make a scratch," said the Surgeon
cheerfully when Si laid the case before him.
"I examined him carefully. That fellow's
bead is so bard that no mere scraping is go-
ing to affect it. You'd have to bore straight
through it, and I'd want at least a six-poun- der

to do it with if I was going to under-
take the job. An Indiana head may not be
particularly fine, but it is sure to be awfully
solid and tough. No; bis system's likely to
be out of order. You rapscallions will take
no care of yourselves, in spite of all that I
can say, but will eat and drink as if you
were ostriches. lie's probably a little off bis
feed, and a good dose of bluemass followed
up with quinine will bring him around all
right. Here, take these, and give them, to
him."

The Surgeon was famous for prescribing
bluemass and quinine for every ailment pre-seut- ed

to him, from sore feet to "'shell
fever." Si received the medicines with a
proper show of thankfulness, saluted, and
left. As he passed through the clump of
hushes be was tempted to add them to the
collection of little white papers which marked
the trail from the Surgeon's tent, but solici-
tude for his comrade restrained him. The
Surgeon was probably right, and it was Si's
duty to do all that he could to bring Shorty
around again to his normal condition. But
bow in the world was he going to get bis
partner to take the medicine? Shorty had
the resolute antipathy to drugs common to
all healthy men.

JS1U
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Si G ivies Siiortv Bluemass.
It-- was so grave a problem that Si sat down

on a log to think about it. As was Si's way,
the mine he thought about it, the more de-
termined he became to do it, and when Si
Ivlegg determined to do a thing, that thing
was pretty nearly as good as done.

"I kin git him to take the quinine easy
enough," he mused. "All I've got to do is
to put it in a bottle o' whisky, antl he'd
drink it if there wuz 40 do.-e- s o' quinine in
it. But the bluemass's a very different thing.
He's got to suallerit in a lump, and what in
the world kin I put it iu that he'll swaller
whole?"

Si wandered over to the Sntlet's in hopes
of seeing something there that would help
niin. He was about despairing, when he
noticed a boy open a can of large, yellow
peaches.

44 The very thing," said Si, slapping his
thigh. "Say, you man, gi' mo a can o'
peaches jest like them."

Si took his can and carefully approached'
Ins tent, that he might decide upon his plan
before Shorty could see him and his load.
He discovered that Shorty was sitting at a
little distance, with his back to him, clean-
ing his gun, which he bad taken npart.

"Bully," thought Si. "Just the thing.
His hands are dirty and greasy, and hewon't
w:i ' to tech anything to eat."

He s ippsul into the tent, cut open' the can,
UjOiv out a large peach with a spoon, laid the

pellet of bine mass in it, laid another slice
of peach npon it, and then came around in
front of Shorty, holding out the spoon.

"Open your mouth and sbnt your eyos,
Shorty," ho said. "I saw some o' tho
nicest canned peaches down at tho Sutler's,
and I suddenly got hungry for some. I
lKJtight a can and brung 'om np to tho toni.
Jest try 'em."

Ho stuck tho spoon ont towards Shorty's
month. Tho latter, with his gunlock in one
hand and a greasy rag in the other, looked
at the tempting morsel, opened bis month,
and the deed was done.

"Must've left the stone in that peach,"
ho said, as he gulped it down.

"Mebbe so," said Si, with a gnilty flush,
and pretending to examine tho others. " But
I don't find nono in tho rest. Have
another?"

Shorty swallowed two or three spoonfuls
more, and then gasped:

' They're awful nice, Si, bnt I've got
enough. Keep the rest for yonrsclf."

Si went back to tho tent and finished the
can with mingled emotions of triumph at
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Siiouty "Wants to Fight Groundhog.
having succeeded, and of contrition at play-
ing a trick on his partner. He decided to
make amends for the latter by giving Shorty
an unusually large quantity of whisky to
take with his quinine.

Si was generally very rigid in his temper
ance ideas. He stronjrly disapproved of
Shorty's drinking, and always ierposed
all the obstacles be could in the way of it.
But this was an extraordinary case, it
would bo "using liqnor for a medicinal
purpose," and his conscience was quieted.

Co. Q hnd one of those iuen to be found
in every company who can get whisky
under apparently any and all circumstances.
In every company, there is always one man
who seemingly can find something to get
drunk on in the midst of the Desert of Sa-

hara. To Co. Q's representative of this class
Si went, and was piloted to where, after sol-

emn assurances against "giving away," he
procured a half-pi- nt of fairly good applejack,
into which he put his doses of quinine.

In the middle of the night Shorty woke up
with a yell.

"Great Cesar's gho3t!" he howled,
"what's the matter Avith me? I'm sicker' n
a dog. Must've bin them dod-gast- ed peaches.
Si, don't you feel nothin'?"

"No," said Si sheepishly; "I'm all right.
Didn't you eat nothin' else but them? "

"Naw, " said Shorty disgustedly. " Noth-
in' but my usnal load o' hardtack and pork.
Yres, I chawed a piece o' sassafras root that
one of the boys dug up."

"Must've bin the sassafras root," said Si.
He hated to lie, and made a resolution that
be would make a clean breast to Shorty at
some more convenient time. It was not op-

portune now. "That must've been a sock-dolog- er

of a dose the Surgeon gave me," he
muttered to himself.

Shorty continued to writhe and howl, and
Si made a hypocritical offer of going for the
Surgeon, but Shorty vetoed that emphatic-
ally.

"No; blast old Sawbones," he said. He
won't do nothin' but give me bluemass and
quinine, and I never could nor would take
bluemass. It's only fit for horses and hogs."

Toward morning Shorty grew quite weak,
and correspondingly depressed.

"Si," said he, "I may not git over this.
This may be the breakin' out o' the cholera
that the folks around here say comes
every seven years and kills off the strangers.
Si, I'll tell you a secret. A letter may come
for me. If I don't :it over this, and the letter
comes, I want you to barn it up without
reading it, and write a letter to Miss Jerusha
Ellen Briggs, Bad Ax, Wis., tellin' her that
I died like a man and a soldier, and with
her socks on, defeudin' his country."

Si whistled softly to himself. "I'll do it,
Shorty," he said, and repeated the address to
make sure.

The crisis soon passed, however, and the
morning found Shorty bright and cheerful,
though weak.

Si "was puzzled how to get the whisky to
Shorty. It would never do to let him know
that he had gotten it especially for him.
That would have been so contrary to Si's
past as to arouse suspicion. He finally de-

cided to lay it where it wonld seem that
someone passing had dropped it, and Shorty
conld not help finding it. The plan worked
all right. Shorty picked it up in a few min-
utes after Si had deposited it, and made quite
an ado over bis treasure trove.

"Splendid applejack," he said, tasting it;
"little bitter, but that probably comes irom
their using dogwood in the fires when they're
'stillin'. They know that dogwood'll make
the liquor bitter, but they're too all-fir- ed

lazy to go after any other kind o' wood."
He drank, and as he drank his spirits rose.

After the first dram he thought he would
clean around the tent, and make their grounds
look neater than anybody else's. After the
second he turned his attention to his arms
and accoutermeuts. After the third he felt
like going out on a scout and finding some
rebels, to vary the monotony of the camp-lif- e.

After the fourth, "Groundhog," un-

luckily for himself, came along, and Shorty
remembered that he bad long owed the team-
ster a licking, and he felt that the debt
should not be allowed to run any longer. He
ordered Groundhog to halt and receive his
dues. The teamster demurred, but Shorty
was obdurate, and began preparations to put
his intention into operation, when the
Orderly-Serge.'.- nt came down through the
company street distributing the mail.

"Shorty," he said, entirely ignoring the
bellicosity of the scene, ''here's a letter for

j)you
Shorty's first thought was to look at the

postmark. Snre enough, it was Bad Ax,
Wis. Instantly bis whole demeanor changed.
Here was something a hundred times more
important than lickiug any teamster that
ever lived.

"Git out, you scab," he said, contemptu-
ously. "I baint no time to fool with you
now. You'll keep. This won't."

Groundhog mistook the cause of his escape.
"O you're powerful anxious to fight, ain't
you', till vou find I'm ready for you, and then
you quile down. I'll let you know, sir, that
vou mustn't give me no more o' yoursass. I
won't stand it from you. You jest keep 'our
mouth shut after this, if you know when
vou're well off."

The temptation would have been irresisti-
ble to Shorty at any other time, but now he
must go oft' somewheres where he could be
alone with his letter, and to the amazement
of all the spectators he made no reply to the
teamster's gibes, but holding the precions
envelope firmly in his hand, strode off to the
seclusion of a neighboring laurel thicket.

His first thought, as he sat down and
looked the envelope over again, was shame
that it had come to him when he was tinder
the influence of drink. He remembered the
writers fervent Christianity, and it seemed
to him that it would be a gross breach of
faith for him to open ami read the letter while
the fumes of whisky were on his breath. He
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ImuI a sto-ngs- with his bnrafoe dasiro to sfie
th hustle ef the eevotope, but k cotHtnonid,
and pt the loiter buck in his pocket until ho
whs ttamaghly sober.

But he know not what to do to ill np the
time till he coehl consdoaUotuly open tho
letter. J le thought of going bock awl 'fulfiH-in- g

life long-dela- y ad pnrpoeo of thcaahlng
Groundhog, but on ruUection thw scarcely
commended itself as a tUting prelude.

He heard toicos approaching one sympa-
thetic and encouraging, the other weak,
pnin-brcathin- g, almost despairing. !!
looked oat and saw the Chaplain helping
back to the hospital a sick man who had
over-estimat- ed his strength and tried to reach
his company. The man sat down on a rock,
in utter exhaustion.

Shorty thrust tho letter back into his
blouse-pocke- t, sprang forward, picked the
man up in his strong arms, and carried him
bodily to the hospital. It taxed his strength
to tho utmost, but it sobered him, and
cleared his brain.

He returned to his covert, took out his
letter, and again scanned its exterior care-
fully. He actually feared to open it, bnt at
last drew his knife, and carefully slit one
side. He nnfolded the inclosnre as carefully
as if it bad been a rare flower, and with
palpitating heart 3lowly spelled out tho
words, one after another:

"Bad Ax, "Wisconsin,
"April the Twenty-Firs- t, 1863.

"Mister Daniel Elliott, Company Q,
200th Indiana Volunteer Infantry.

" IJespecti- - d Sir: I taik my pen in hand
toe inform you that I am wel, and hoap that
you aire injoying the saim blessing. For
this, God be prazed and magnified forever."

"Goodness, how religious she is," said ho,
stopping to luminate. '4 How much nicer it
makes a woman to be pions. It don't hurt
a man much to be a cuss at least while he's
young but I want a woman to be awfully
religious. It sets her off more'n anything
else."

He continued his spelling exercise:
"I am verry glad that my sox reached

you all rite, that they fall into the hands oJ
a braiv, pious Union soldier, and he found
them nice."

"Brave, pious Union soldier," he repeated
to himself, with a whistle. " Jewhillikins,
I'm glad Bad Ax, "Wis., is so fur away thatV
she never heard me makin' remarks when a
mule-team- 's stalleu. lint 1 must git a brace
on myself, and clean up my langwidge for
inspection-day.- "

He resumed the spelling:
"I done the best I conld on them, and

moren that no one can do. "Wimnien canti
fito in thi3 cruel war, but they ought all to
do what they can. I only wish I could do
more. But the wimmen must stay at homo,
and watch and wait, while the men go to the
front."

"That's all right, Miss Jerusha Ellen
Briggs," said he, with more satisfaction.
' You jest stay at home and watch and wait,
and I'll try to do fightin' enough for both of '
us. I'll put in some extra licks in future on
your account, and they won't mis3 you from
the front."

The next paragraph read:
"I should like to hear more of you and

your regiment. The only time I ever heared"
of the 200th Indiana regiment was in a letter
writ home by one of our "Wisconsin boys and
published in the Bad Ajc Grindstone, in
which he said they wuz brigaded with tho
200th Indiana, a good fighting regiment, bnt;'
which would stele even the shoes off the bri-
gade mules if they wuzzent watched, and

h!Sit PMWk

Shorty Reading the Lettee.
sumtimes when they wuz. Ime sorry to hear
that any Union soldier is a thief. I know-tha- t

onr boys from Wisconsin would rather
die than stele."

" Steal! The 200th Injianny steal I"
Shorty flamed out in a rage. "Them flab-

bergasted, knock-knee-d, wall-eye- d "Wis-

consin whelps writin' home that the Injianni-an- s
are thieves! The idee o' them long-

haired, splay-foote- d lumbermen, them
chuckle-heade-d, wap-side- d white-pin- e butch-
ers talking abont anybody else's honesty.
"Why, theywnz born stealin'. They never
knowed anything else. They'd steal tha
salt ont o' your hard-tac- k. They'd steal tho
lids off the Bible. They talk about the
200th Tnjianny! I'd like to find the liar
that writ that letter. I'd literally pound
the head often him."

It was some time before he could calm
himself down sufficiently to continue his
literary exercise. Then he made out:

"Spring's lait here, but things is looking
very welL "Wheat wintered good, and a big
crop is expected. "We had a fine singing-scho- ol

during the "Winter, but the protracted
meeting drawed off a good many. We
doant complain, however, for the revival
brought a great many into the fold.

" No nioar at present, but beleave me
" Sincerely Your Friend,

"Jerusha Ellen Briggs."

Shorty's heart almost choked him when
he finished. It was the first time in his life
that he had received a letter from any
woman. It was the first time since his
mother's days that any woman had shown
the slightest interest in his personality.
And, true man like, his impnlses were to
exalt this particular woman into something
above the mere mortal.

Then came a hot flush of indignation that
the Wisconsin men should malign his regi-

ment, which, of course, included him, to the
mind of-suc-h a being. He burned to go over
ami thrash the first "Wisconsin man he should
meet.

" Call us thieves; say we'll steal," he mut-

tered, as be walked toward the Wisconsin
camp. "I'll learn 'cm different"

He did not' see anybody in the camp that
he could properly administer this needed
lesson to. AJl the vigorous, able-bodi- ed

members seemed to be out on drill or some
other duty, leaving only a few sick moping
around the tents.

Shorty's attention was called to a spade
lying temptingly behind one of the tents.
He and Si had badly wanted a spade for sev-

eral days. Here was an opportunity to ac-- q

tire one. Shorty sauntered carelessly around
to the rear of the tent, looked about to see
that no oue was observing, picked up the im-

plement and walked off with it with that
easy innocent air that no one could assume
with more success than he when on a pre-

datory expedition.
CFo be continued.)

Balmy Spring:.
ICIiicago Tribune.l

Visitor (from the far East) Ah, it's, so
delightful to have a fruit farm on the out
skirts of a city ! That smell ot apple
blossoms is particularly pleasant

His Western Entertainer Yaw. Dat va3
a prowery.

Hood's Sarsaparilla builds up the tired frame
and gives a tjood appetite, lie sure to get Hood'g.


